
 Chapter Director and Patriot Guard Rider 
Dana Johnston spent many of the following 
nights standing guard over the memorial. 

 The day after making the ride to escort the mobile replica of the 
Vietnam Memorial Wall our own Roger Leckington made the cover 
of the Albany Democrat Herald with this picture.  Roger, thank you 
for your service and your patriotic spirit.  

  July 15th, several members 
of the Pioneer H.O.G. chapter 
joined over 200 fellow cyclists 
in escorting the replica of the 
Vietnam Veterans War Memo-
rial Wall to Albany.  With the 
Patriot Guard Riders leading 
the way the precession strung 
out for over a mile.  
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  A reporter once overheard a father telling his young son, while standing at the wall, ñItôs 
kind of like being in churchò. 

Thank you to all the chapter members who found 
time in their day to show their respect to those who 
served in Vietnam. 
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You've been asking about it.... 
You've been waiting for it.... 

 
It's time to get out and get ridin' for 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT THUNDER 
RUN 

Starting August 4th and continuing through September 29th, 

AMC Harley-Davidson, 
in conjunction with Johnny's Bar and Grill in Salem, 

is bringing you 
Tuesday Night Thunder Run 2009! 

 
Back for it's 4th year, 
AMC is giving away  

a $500 Gift Certificate every week  
and a $1500 Gift Certificate as the Grand Prize!  

 
Get a FREE ticket to enter the drawing to win 

every Tuesday night! 
 

Register for the ride at AMC between 5:00pm and 6:30pm, 
ride to a designated checkpoint, 

and end the ride at Johnny's Bar and Grill - where we'll give away 
prizes! 

 
The ride will be different every week!  
And passengers can get tickets, too!  

 
Don't be embarrassed about not having a Harley®. . . 
ALL MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES ARE WELCOME! 

 
Tell all your friends to come out and ride with you on Tuesday nights.... 

and let's make the Valley RUMBLE! 
 

The more rides you make, the more tickets you get, 
the better your chances to win! 

(See official rules for details.) 

Joe Saltarello General  

Manager AMC Harley -

Davidson  



We close out the 
month of July re-
flecting back on 
what incredible 
weather we have 
been having so 
far this summer! 
Those long, cold, 
rainy winter 
months are hard 
to endure but 
when the 
weather gets like 

this winter is soon forgotten and riding is all I have 
on my mind.  
 
A rather large group of us have been planning our 

upcoming Sturgis trip and we are about ready to go! 

This will be my first year and I am really looking for-

ward to it.  

 

Most of all I would like to reflect back on what an 

honor it was to ride escort to bring the Vietnam War 

Traveling Wall Memorial to Albany. There was about 

10 Pioneer Chapter members who were able to ride 

up to the Columbia Harley-Davidson Dealership in 

Vancouver, WA on Tuesday July 14.  There we met 

up with approximately 103 other riders ready to es-

cort the Wall. The whole event was organized by 

ñAmerican Veterans Traveling Tributeò and the Linn 

County Veterans Assoc., in conjunction with ñPatriot 

Guard Ridersò and the ñRoad Maggots MCò. We de-

parted from the Dealership at about 10 a.m. heading 

down I-205 then onto  

I-5 where many more riders pulled into the proces-

sion heading to Albany. I believe the final total of 

bikes present was 230 not counting those who trav-

eled along in cars. It was encouraging to see people 

waiting on overpasses along the way to cheer us on, 

even some of our own Chapter members on the 

Viewcrest overpass taking pictures, displaying the 

flag, honoring in any and every way they could. 

Once we arrived in Albany the Wall was brought to 

Timber Linn Park where on Timber Street there were 

many people with flags lining both sides along with 

the Albany Fire Department displaying a large flag 

over the street. What a sight it was to see! A short 

welcoming ceremony was held to welcome the Wall 

and all Veterans.  

There was also a ñField of Flags Memorialò display-

ing 1000 American Flags representing Oregon Vet-

erans. This endeavor required volunteer help to set 

up the flag holders which Roger Leckington and I 

were honored to do. You may have seen his picture 

in the Albany Democrat Herald with an accompany-

ing article, if you missed it you can google ADH and 

search the archives.  The Wall was present at the 

park for five days enabling folks to view and pay re-

spects throughout its stay in Albany. The Wall re-

quired 24 hour guards staffed by volunteers who 

helped visitors find family or friendôs names listed on 

the Wall.  

 

The Oregon Veterans have a Service Medal they 

award to our Veterans. So far those from our Chap-

ter that have received them are Joe Davis, Roger 

Leckington, Mike Cannon, and Carl Hayden. For 

those who have not received theirs or maybe are not 

aware of this unique honor please let me know as I 

have applications for you. There will also be another 

ceremony coming in August and more information 

will be available.    Continued on page 7  
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Director Dana Johnston  



 

RIDDLE RIDE RAMPING UP!  
By Lori Cole 

Saturday August 29
th
 is our third annual Riddle Ride.  This is the event where you get to 

stun and amaze your fellow riders by guessing the mystery stops along the ride route by 

solving riddles.  Safety Officer Larry Cole has designed a terrific route and the prizes are 

hot!   For more info about the event, e-mail RiddleRide2009@yahoo.com .   

Hope to see you on the 29
th

! 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am 
 
Webmaster Don Mason spoke about ñThe Wallò exhibit that was coming 
to Albany.  Several hundred bikes are getting ready to escort it to Albany 
for the duration of the Linn County Fair. Those interested in being a part 
of the escort motorcade are to meet  at Columbia H-D at 10:00 am on 
Tuesday July 14th.  Keep checking the Forum for more info.  The exhibit 
organizers are also looking for volunteers to form a flag line when the ex-
hibit arrives.    
 
September 12

th
 meeting will be at the Tangent Harvest Festival.  It will be 

a meet ,eat at the Firemanôs Breakfast, and ride meeting.  
 
Safeway Fundraiser:  September 19

th
 there will be a fundraiser for ñWalk for the Cause.ò Proceeds will be 

split between Pioneer HOG and Safeway for their charity of choice. There will be a bake sale, elephant 
ears, and possibly a raffle.  More info on the Forum. 
 
New Members : Holly Smith with her 09' Road King and Allan Martin with his 09' Street glide were wel-
comed into the chapter.  
 
Treasurer:   Nancie Fulton gave her report. 
 
Linn County Canine Unit:  Roughly $1,100.00 has been raised by the Chapter and the hat was passed to 
give those unable to be at our fundraiser the opportunity to donate. Yari, Officer Matt Raeôs canine partner 
died recently.  The unit would like to try to buy another dog. Voting on this to take place on the Forum. 
 
Safety Officer:  Larry Cole spoke on ñHot Weather Riding.ò  Drink lots of water - no such thing as too much, 
stop frequently, use lip balm and watch out for the ñtar snakesò on the pavementðthey are very slippery .  
The Riddle Ride is ready to go. Start time from AMC is 10:00 on the 29

th
 of August. 
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Roger  Leckington 

Membership 

Assistant Editor  
Lori Cole  
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Tracy Oakley  

mailto:RiddleRide2009@yahoo.com


 

A recent conversation with a few other H.O.G. members about riding in strong 
winds caused me to contemplate motorcycle stability. Stability is a highly com-
plex subject so I will limit this discussion to slow speed maneuvering. Riding in 
strong winds will have to wait for another newsletter. 
A few years ago, I was on a ride to central Oregon with several friends. We 
spent the night at a motel and wanted to get an early start the following morn-
ing. One of the riders was perpetually late and the morning of our departure 
was no exception. All of the riders in the group were ready to go at the ap-
pointed time, except for one. We were all lined up on the street, engines idling, 
when our tardy friend came running from the motel and began furiously storing 
and tying items onto the motorcycle. He finally mounted the bike and started to 

ride to a position at the rear of the line. He pointed his front tire in the direction he intended to go and 
started to accelerate while leaning into the turn. He made it about four feet when his forward progress sud-
denly stopped and he toppled to a heap on Main Street. He forgot to remove the disc brake lock. Duh! 
Letôs talk about tight turn, slow speed maneuvering. Slow speed tight turns are among the most difficult 
skills to be mastered on two wheels. Instead of attempting to ride  through a tight turn many riders drag 
their feet like downriggers while others paddle walk while attempting to maintain balance. Neither technique 
contributes to stability. Get your feet on the foot pegs or floor boards as forward momentum begins. 
I want to focus on two situations where tight turns might be required: Tight turns from a stop and rolling 
tight turns. 
To make a tight turn from a stop, begin by selecting your best path of travel. Turn the handle bars so the 
front tire is pointed in the direction you want to go. It may be necessary to lean the bike slightly to tighten 
the radius of the turn. With your eyes and front tire pointed through the turn, ease out on the clutch as you 
roll on the throttle. Get your feet on the pegs and direct your bike by counter steering. Keeping your eyes 
directed through the turn will aid in stability. 
To make a tight U-turn without coming to a complete stop, first slow to a suitable speed for the turn. Re-
member to delay your braking to minimize instability. Timing is critical. Once the motorcycle has slowed, 
release the brakes and position your weight to the outside foot peg, or floor board. For very tight turns, you 
might want to shift your body to the outside portion of the seat. Turn your head sharply and look at the exit 
of your turn.  After you have slowed and positioned your body for the turn, lean the bike into the turn with a 
slight counter steer. Roll on the throttle slightly to pull the bike around the tight turn. To help control throttle 
movement, anchor your thumb on the pod housing the turn signal switch. Lightly drag the rear brake to give 
the engine something to pull against.  To practice this maneuver, find an empty parking lot and begin with 
large U-turns. Work up to tighter, slower U-turns and eventually tight figure eights. 
Knowing how to handle your motorcycle at low speeds can increase your confidence and decrease the like-
lihood of tipping over in front of a group of friends. It will help to avoid damage to your ride, injury to you 
and avoiding an embarrassing situation. 
There are many factors affecting stability, the ones described here are but a few. For a thorough explana-

tion and practice of the subject, sign up for a Team Oregon Advanced Rider Training course. And remem-

ber to always remove your disc brake lock before mounting your motorcycle. 
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Safety Officer  
 Larry Cole  

In Texas, it is still a "hanging offense" to steal cattle.  

In Missouri, a man must have a permit to shave.  
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Ladies of Harley             

Michelle Tiller  

Every great Road King 
needs a great queen. 

So Pioneer H.O.G.  
welcomes  

Holly Smith  

Did you ever think a Tuesday night dinner ride 
could be this dangerous.  

How about a big chapter salute to 
LOH member Wendy Carpenter Ma-
jor.  Wendy is   currently serving in 
the United States Navy and is on a 
tour in Iraq. She is in the UAE, at a 
place called Fujairah. She will be 
home in November. This is her third 
tour in Iraq.  ( Now guys put all of 
those girls and guns one -liners out 
of your minds.)  

I just have to say  
�³�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X�´���W�R���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H������
Pioneer Ladies of 
Harley.  Each of you 
helps make this a     
special group to ride 
with.   


